
Dear Rising Freshmen, 

 

 

Once again, we have prepared a summer reading assignment to help keep you on track for success in 

English I.  Below you will find a list of reading options and the reader’s response assignment.  We hope 

this assignment is clear, but if you have questions feel free to contact at this email address, 

pehenderson@wsfcs.k12.nc.us.  We hope you have a wonderful summer and we look forward to working 

with you next year. (Synopses were adapted from Amazon.com) 

 

English I Summer Reading Options Summer 2019 

Enders Game by Orson Scott Card  

In order to develop a defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies breed 

child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives with 

his kind parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and his beloved sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine 

were candidates for the soldier-training program but didn't make the cut— Ender is the Wiggin 

drafted to the Battle School for rigorous military training. 

 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson  

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her widowed 

mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making plans to turn the 

family business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out. At her 

mother's insistence, Mattie flees the city with her grandfather. She soon discovers that the sickness 

is everywhere, and Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in a city turned frantic with disease. 

 

Mississippi Trial 1955  by Chris Crowe  

Soon after Hiram arrives in his hometown in Mississippi, he crosses paths with Emmett Till, a 

black teenager from Chicago who is also visiting for the summer. Hiram sees firsthand how the 

local whites mistreat blacks. When Emmett's body is found floating in a river, Hiram is determined 

to find out who could do such a thing. But what will it cost him to know?  This story depicts a true 

crime and does include some violent images.   

 
Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper 

After the death of his longtime friend and fellow Hazelwood Tiger in a car accident, Andy, the 

driver, blames himself and cannot get past his guilt and pain. While his other friends have 

managed to work through their grief and move on, Andy allows death to become the focus of his 

life. In the months that follow the accident, the lives of Andy and his friends are traced through a 

series of letters, articles, homework assignments, and dialogues.     

 

 

  



Summer Reading Response Questions 

Student Name: ___________________________________ 

Title of Book/Author: __________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Questions:  Students should choose from the following questions and record 

answers on a separate sheet of paper. The length requirements are based upon the level of your course as 

outlined below: 

Standard English I – 10 questions – a total of 2 pages* on one of the books listed above. 

Honors English I – 15 questions – a total of 3 pages* on one of the books listed above. 

*One side of a page counts as one page, so front and back equals two pages.  

Your answers should be about 2 – 4 complete sentences. Answer each of the questions in detail, and 

give very specific answers. Points will be deducted if the question is not answered in full. Staple this 

sheet to the front of your answers and turn it in the first day of English class.  

 

1) Before you started reading this book, describe the hints that the title and book cover gave you as 

to what this book was going to be about? 

2) While you were reading on the first day, what image from the reading stood out in your mind?  

3) Which character did you connect with the most in your book and why? 

4) What issue in your book has caused you to think the most and why? 

5) What kind of message does the author want the reader to get from this book? 

6) What issue in your book in the most Interesting?  Upsetting?  Confusing? Answer each. 

7) How does the setting of your book contribute to the mood of the story—describe in detail? 

8) What are the problems the main character faces and how are they solved—describe in detail? 

9) How do the minor characters help or hurt the main character—be specific? 

10) What is the type of conflict the characters in your book experience and what are you learning 

about them through this conflict? 

11) How has this story changed your thinking?  How has this story supported your thinking?  (You 

must answer one.) 

12) How does the title relate to the story? 

13) How does the author make the characters believable—describe in detail? 

14) Which character would you like to have as a friend and why?  Or, which one would be an enemy 

and why? 

15) What decision has a character made in your book that you disagree with and why? 

16) Which character in your book are you the least similar to and why? 

17) What have you learned in your book that will be helpful to you in another class or at another 

time? 

18) How would you solve the problem that the main character has? 

19) Which character has gone through the biggest change in your book and why? 

20) Imagine “jumping into the plot” of your book at the end of the story, what would you do to 

change it and why? 

21) What has been the most difficult part of this book and why do you think that is so? 

22) What kind of people should read this book and why? 

23) Which part of what you read were you able to visualize the best and why? 

24) What strategy did you use while you were reading to help clear up any confusion you were 

having? 

25) What other events, people or situations has this book caused you to think about and why? 


